Use of impedance cardiography for assessing cardiovascular control in humans: orthostatic and Valsalva tests.
The purpose of this paper is to review our experience with impedance cardiography when used to evaluate cardiovascular control mechanisms in humans. We used the Minnesota impedance cardiograph and the Kubicek stroke volume formula, modified by using spot electrodes instead of band electrodes, a constant rho of 135, and careful attention to standardized procedures. With this technique we focused on the changes in cardiovascular variables with postural stress and during the Valsalva maneuver. More complete definition of cardiovascular function can be obtained by the use of this technique. We describe novel cardiovascular data with the use of impedance cardiography in humans.